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cealed by the thick muffling outer veil; and they also
had horsehair vizards, through which they could see
without being seen. They had a gallery fenced in
with latticework in the mosque, and were treated as
more on an equality with men than their sisters in
most of the Mahommedan world.

Cordova was, in fact, the seat of a great literary
society, where the descendants of Arab sheiks by turns
opened their gorgeous palaces in the evenings to poets,
philosophers, and men of science, who debated and
recited as in the golden days of Pericles or Maecenas.
Jew and Christian could be freely admitted, and
travellers and discoverers related their adventures,
showed the curiosities they had brought home, and
described the places they had seen. Or anecdotes
were related, when story-tellers vied with each other in
relating instances of courage, generosity, adroitness,
or the like ; poems were recited, or arguments held on
abstract subjects or mystic explanations of the Koran,
stretching its meaning as Mahqmmed never intended.
The impulse he had given had carried these Arabs to
the highest point, and their progress was shown in the
exquisite taste of all their productions, from their build-
ings down to the lovely illuminations which enriched
the beautiful Arabic writing of their manuscripts.

The Khalif had a splendid library, containing copies
of books made by scribes whom he sent through
Egypt, Syria, Greece, and Persia to transcribe all that
was left of ancient learning ; and to this library learned
men had free access. They used it not only for study,,
but for imparting their information and discoveries, or,
as we should now call it, giving lectures. The extent
of it may be guessed from the fact that the catalogue,.